Beulah M Van Berkum
March 21, 1932 - May 14, 2018

Graveside Services will be held on Friday, May 18, 2018 at 2:00 pm- St. Mary’s Cemetery,
Pella, Iowa.
Visitation will be Thursday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm and Friday morning at Van DykDuven Funeral Home.
Memorial contributions may be designated for
St. Mary’s Cemetery in Pella, IA, St. Jude’s Children Hospital,
or Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Beulah Mae DeHeer started her life journey on March 21, 1932, in Dallas, Iowa. She was
the first of three children that were born to Herman Dwight and Dana Evelyn (Caulkins)
DeHeer. Beulah grew up on a farm with two younger brothers, Herman Eugene and
Donald Dean. It was her early life on the farm that inspired her love for plants and animals.
Beulah started her education in the country schools near Dallas and Fifield, Iowa and then
attended and graduated from Pella High School. In high school she played basketball,
sang in musical groups, and was Homecoming Queen. Beulah met Andrew Van Berkum
in the 8th grade, and their relationship grew during the times they would walk home. They
were high school sweethearts and were married March 23, 1950, in Knoxville, Iowa.
Beulah had three children: a son, Joel Andrew, born on January 12, 1956, a daughter,
Patricia Marie, who died at birth on August 15, 1958, and a son, Paul David, who died at
birth on August 20, 1961. Beulah and Andy were best friends and together they started
Van Berkum Appliance in Pella on January 1, 1955. They built and finished two homes
together. For five years Beulah was the Secretary at the Electric Department for the City of
Pella before becoming the first Secretary for the Public Works Department. She retired as
the Office Manager in 1994 after 38 years. Andy retired as co-owner of Van Berkum
Appliance in 1993. Beulah and Andy were longtime, faithful members of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Pella. Beulah and Andy supported their son Joel throughout his high
school and college athletics and academics. Beulah enjoyed gardening and doing
handwork, and continued both in later years despite contracting Pulmonary Fibrosis. Andy

passed away on Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017, at the age of 87. After 67 years
as partners Andy’s death created a hole in her life that could be filled only by their eternal
reunion. Andy and Beulah’s reunion was complete on Monday, May 14, 2018, when
Beulah, at the age of 86, took her place with Andy and with God.
Beulah is survived by her son, Joel Van Berkum of New Harmony, Utah; her brother, Gene
DeHeer and friend Emily Hagens, her brother, Don DeHeer and friend Inez Long; her
niece, Tammy De Heer Helle, who she raised like a daughter; her two nephews; Blain
DeHeer and Brice DeHeer. She was preceded in death by her husband, Andy; two infant
children, Patricia and David; her sister-in-law, Donna (Gene) De Heer; her parents, Dana
and Herman De Heer; her parents-in-law, Cornelis A. and Johanna M. (Gielen) Van
Berkum; and the following sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law: Martha (Van Berkum) and
Vernon Weidmaier, John H. and Winona “Slug” Van Berkum, Cornelis A. and Georgia Van
Berkum.
Beulah was everybody’s mother even if you were a stranger, generous with her time and
advice, and a devoted partner and mother. Everybody who knew her will miss her.
Goodbye for now Beulah. We love you and we are comforted knowing you and Andy are
together.

Events
MAY
17

Visitation

09:00AM - 05:00PM

Van Dyk- Duven Funeral Home
615 West 1st Street, Pella, IA, US, 50219

MAY
18

GRAVESIDE SERVICE

02:00PM

St. Mary's Catholic Cemetery
630 Highway T14, Pella, IA, US, 50219

Comments

“

Growing up in the neighborhood where they made their home, Beulah was a warm
and fun presence for all of us. She touched our lives with joy.

John White - May 19, 2018 at 07:39 AM

“

Joel and family, my sincere condolences, as you mourn the loss of dear Beulah. Our
neighborhood was a very special place. And the Van Berkums were a big part of that.
Dave Gaass mentioned the five boys, that roamed the block. A handful for sure!
There were also four girls. Laurel White, Juli Pohlmann, Barb Dingeman and myself.
And Beulah was a "Mom" to all. I remember at Jim Dingeman's funeral, Juli, Barb
and I told Andy and Beulah that they could never leave the neighborhood. They
really didn't have to! But, bless their hearts, they did stay. May God bless your happy
reunion, Andy and Beulah. Kim VanWeeldenRoose

Kim VanWeelden Roose - May 18, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

My Condolences to you Joel, the rest of the family members and friends. I the
statements in the obituary so very true, especially the comments about Beulah being
open to everyone and kind of a Mom. For me that was especially true. To this day I
refer to her as my second Mom. In 1956 five boys were born on the block where
Beulah lived. Joel Van Berkum, John White, Dennis Dingeman, Rick Van Weelden
and myself. Needless to say, as the years went by we became kind of an handful.
For much of that time, Joel and I were especially close. I probably ate a quarter of my
meals, and certainly deserts and pastries, there with them. Beulah was quite the
cook. I tried to make a point of stopping by and visiting with them when I was back in
Pella, and am pretty upset with myself that I failed to do that at Tulip Time this year.
Beulah and Andy were wonderful people and I will miss them very much, but the
memories are still there.
David P. Gaass

David P Gaass - May 17, 2018 at 11:58 AM

“

Beulah became one of my closest friends. As Andy neared death, she and I spent
time on the phone and I would come over to visit. Andy, Beulah and I shared
experiences such as an attempt at weight gain. Andy and myself kept trying to beat
the 150 pound mark and of course Beulah did all that she could think of to help Andy
gain. She was exceptionally honest with me and would let me know when she
thought I needed to look at myself for certain answers. I had hoped she would remain

in this realm for many more years because I finally had someone that would tell me
exactly how she felt and that is hard to find in a friendship. I went to school with her
son, Joel and I cannot even begin to tell the stories Joel and I created. At the
Comfort House, Joel brought up the fact that we were the only children and it was up
to us to be there for our parents as much as possible. Joel and I now have the
common thread that we buried both of our parents. I could go on forever but suffice it
to say that I loved Andy and Beulah and Joel. Scott Vanden Berg
Scott W. Vanden Berg - May 16, 2018 at 10:41 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Beulah M Van Berkum.

May 16, 2018 at 12:56 PM

“

Mike & Ruth Bushnell lit a candle in memory of Beulah M Van Berkum

Mike & Ruth Bushnell - May 16, 2018 at 05:59 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Beulah M Van Berkum.

May 15, 2018 at 06:15 PM

