Nellie Fee
October 27, 1953 - October 4, 2019

Nellie Emma Verhoef was born on October 27, 1953, in Oskaloosa, IA, the fourth of the
five children of Simon and Johanna Alida (Griffioen) Verhoef. She was the first sibling born
in the United States after the family emigrated from The Netherlands in 1952 and was
named after her maternal grandmother and aunt. Nellie graduated from Oskaloosa
Christian School in Oskaloosa and Pella Christian High School in Pella, IA. Her fourth
grade was spent attending one of the few remaining one-room rural public schools near
where the family lived east of Oskaloosa. She wrote that as a child she begrudgingly
learned to cook, clean and sew but that she liked being outdoors doing farm work a lot
better and going swimming at Lake Keomah even more!
Right after high school, beginning in August of 1971, she worked in the faculty office at
Dordt College (now Dordt University) in Sioux Center, IA. On April 15, 1972, she married
John Allan Van Haaften and to this union three sons were born: Jonathan Cris, Timothy
Todd and Michael Ryan. Nellie then became a member with John of the Second Christian
Reformed Church in Pella.
Nellie’s employment history is interesting and varied! Right after she married John she
worked for Stan Schuring and Arie Boot at Boot Bookkeeping. After the boys were all in
school she worked part-time at Vander Ploeg Bakery; then as a tax preparer for H & R
Block where she eventually became a course instructor. She taught a personal income tax
course at Vennard College in University Park, IA for one semester. Nellie worked as a
revenue agent for the Iowa Department of Revenue and Finance as a tax preparer. She
also worked in Pella as the Des Moines Register District Manager. Her territory included
Pella, Otley, Monroe, Prairie City and Colfax, IA.
In 1995 Nellie moved to Detroit, MI and was employed full-time as a carrier, Carrier
Recruiter and finally as a district manager for the Detroit News and Detroit Free Press.
She also worked as a carrier and district manager for the Wall Street Journal. During that
time she was married to Dan Formell.
Nellie moved back to Iowa in February, 2004 and lived in Knoxville, IA where she worked
for Griffin Nursing and Rehabilitation Center first in laundry and then as a dietary aide.
After that she worked at Pella Regional Health Center as a dietary aide.
On August 17, 2007, Nellie married Les Fee and moved to Pella. She became a full-time

housewife and traveled with Les and pursued interests in crafts, camping and pets. In
2012 she was diagnosed with small cell lung cancer. It was aggressively treated with
radiation and chemotherapy and went into remission for seven years. In 2016 Nellie
moved into an apartment in Pella. She enjoyed the company of her dog Maggie and loved
meeting friends at the local McDonald’s. Nellie became a member of New Hope
Community Church and served as worship pianist and bookkeeper.
In 2019 her cancer returned. Nellie began to physically deteriorate and had difficulty
swallowing. She was diagnosed with a large tumor in her right lung—larger than any of the
tumors in 2012. On August 30 Nellie wrote to her siblings that “this is not a surprise. I’ve
been waiting for ‘the other shoe to drop’ since I surpassed my original prognosis. And this
information has been in my head for years.” She also wrote: “I’m not upset about any of
this. I knew it was always in the wings. I’m quite at peace about it and I want all you to be
too. God has given me many blessings and I always acknowledge Him.” Then she wrote:
“So instead of worrying about nutrition because of my weight loss and inability to swallow,
I celebrated with a bag of chips and dip. It was awesome.”
Nellie entered into hospice care on September 12. On September 30, she was admitted to
the Hospice of Pella Comfort House in Pella and on October 4, at the age of 65 years she
passed into the presence of her Lord and Savior.
Surviving her are her three sons: Jon Van Haaften; Tim Van Haaften and his wife, Dawn
and three children: Sid Rockford, Estelle Simone and Violet Inez; Mike Van Haaften and
his wife, Agatha and children: Alexis Miranda, Aidan Michael, Milo Anthony-Allan and
Milani Addison all of Pella. She also leaves behind her brother Will Verhoef and his wife,
Ruth of Pella, brother Gary Verhoef and his wife, Corinne of Pella, her sister Janny and
her husband, Gerald Van Dusseldorp of Colorado Springs, CO and brother Dan Verhoef
and his wife, Lois of Atlanta, GA. Nellie was preceded in death by her parents Simon and
Johanna Verhoef.
Funeral services will be held
Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 1:30 pm
Calvary Christian Reformed Church, Pella, IA
Interment will follow in Evergreen Cemetery, Leighton, IA
Visitation will begin Monday afternoon at Van Dyk- Duven Funeral Home where the family
will be present Monday from 5:00 to 7:00 pm
In lieu of flowers the family suggests memorial contributions for Bethany Christian
Services or the Pella Food Pantry.
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Comments

“

V-7 Choir Family purchased the Joyful Memory for the family of Nellie Fee.

V-7 Choir Family - October 07, 2019 at 03:13 PM

“

40 files added to the album LifeTributes

Van Dyk – Duven Funeral Home - October 06, 2019 at 06:37 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Nellie Fee.

October 06, 2019 at 06:25 PM

“

Lieve familie Verhoef/van Haaften,
Gecondoleerd met het overlijden van Nellie, onze nicht. Heel veel sterkte de
komende tijd. In gedachten en gebeden zijn we bij jullie.
Liefs vanuit Nederland,
Fam. van den Bosch
Bert Schmetz en Irene van den Bosch ( van Bab en Janny )
Baambrugge/ Holland

I van den Bosch - October 06, 2019 at 06:54 AM

“

The Birthday Babes. Carol, Ingrid, Betsy & Meg purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Nellie Fee.

The Birthday Babes. Carol, Ingrid, Betsy & Meg - October 05, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

I have always had fond memories of growing up, going to visit my cousins, or having
them come to our home. We played lots of tag, hide and go seek, swimming in the
pond, and going to Lake Keomah to mention a few. I have always loved swimming,
and been fascinated with water. I remember at 5 I tried to see if kittens could swim so
I put them in the rain barrel. Harry John and Nellie caught me, so they put me in the
rain barrel! Poetic justice right? When I was 10 with Nellie "encouraging!?" me I dove
off the 30' high diving board at Lake Keomah for the first time, I can still feel the
butterflies in my stomach, but I did it! After that nothing seemed impossible. Even
though, and maybe because she was 5 years older than I was she was always a
friend and mentor to me growing up. I am thankful she is no longer in pain and in the
arms of her Lord and Saviour - Marj

Marjorie Van Haaften - October 05, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

Marg, I too remember with fondness our cousins get-togethers during our growing up
years. The Lake Keomah times were so memorable! Being able to swim (dog paddle) from
the rope marking the deep water to the diving platform was a big step! And then working up
the courage to jump or dive from the high diving board was a huge accomplishment.
As her oldest brother, I counted it a privilege to walk with Nellie during this last chapter of
her life. Ruth and I had been away from Pella for 50 years and then returned a bit more
than a year ago to retire here. Of course, we had been connected with each other in a
variety of ways during those years. But to be here when we all learned that the cancer was
back and to see her quite rapid decline was hard to see. But the Lord allowed us to be here
during that time and it was a precious time. To be at her bedside when she breathed her
last was a powerful moment and a reminder of the promises of God that he was at that
moment translating her into the glory that is his presence. We praise God!
William Verhoef - October 05, 2019 at 06:47 PM

“

Dear Family Verhoef/Van Haaften.
Our condolences with the passing of our cousin Nellie.

First I remember Nellie from the birthday airmail letters my parents received from her
parents.
Years later, when we were just married, we were able to visit the family in the States. There
we met Nellie personally too. And yes, we went there to Lake Keomah, which was fun.
And years later again, we lived even for a while in Pella, IA and were able to learn to know
the family a little bit better.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Love,
Erik Ouwersloot & Jannie Verhoef (from Jan & Rie)
California
Jannie Ouwersloot - October 12, 2019 at 12:26 PM

