Dorothy N Ver Meer
January 18, 1922 - May 10, 2017

Dorothy Nell Van Lienden was a daughter of J. A. and Judith (Wanders) Van Lienden. She
was born in the country near Leighton, Iowa on January 18, 1922. Dorothy attended the
Wheat Grow Country School through the 8th grade. Dorothy met Bernard Wilbur Ver
Meer, who became her future husband, around the square in downtown Pella, Iowa which
was somewhat of a custom back then. They were married in a double wedding ceremony
with her sister, Roelofina and her husband, Gysbert Groenenboom on February 24, 1944,
at the home of their parents in Marion County near Pella. Dorothy and Bernie raised three
sons: Alvin, Kenneth, and David while farming in the Pella area. Dorothy was a faithful
working companion to her husband, Bernie, while they raised livestock and eventually did
milking. She enjoyed the outdoors, especially watching the birds. She will also be
remembered for her bread baking skills. In later years she made time to babysit her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, treating them to her "snoopies". In 1994 Dorothy
and Bernie moved into Pella and continued to reside there until May, 2016, when they
graciously became residents at Crystal Heights Care Center in Oskaloosa, Iowa. Bernie
passed away there on January 22, 2017. Dorothy continued to reside there and passed
away on Wednesday, May 10, 2017, at the Serenity Hospice House in Oskaloosa at the
age of 95 years. Dorothy is survived by her three sons and their families:
Al and Carolyn (Brand) Ver Meer of Pella, Iowa
Steve Ver Meer
Brian and Denise Ver Meer
Nathan, Alex, and Daniel Ver Meer
Anita and Kory Fischer
Jaci, Brandon, and Carlee Fischer
Ken and Janna (Bogaard) Ver Meer of Leighton, Iowa
Matt and Emily Ver Meer
Claire, Nora, and Eva Ver Meer
Brandon and Melissa Ver Meer
Conner, Abby Peters
Dave and Diann (McMains) Ver Meer of Oskaloosa, Iowa
Adam and Jen Ver Meer

Carter, Callie Ver Meer
Amy and Mike Brainard
Everett Brainard
Of her extended family Dorothy leaves two sisters-in-law and a brother-in-law, Janice (Ver
Meer) and Loren Vander Wert and Alice (Melvin) Ver Meer all of Pella. Dorothy was
preceded in death by her husband, Bernie Ver Meer; her parents, J.A. and Judith Van
Lienden; her sister, Roelofina and her husband, Gysbert Groenenboom; her parents-inlaw, A. A. (Antonie) and Johanna (Kolenbrander) Ver Meer; and the following sisters-inlaw and brothers-in-law: Gladys (Ver Meer) and Cornie Vos, Byron Ver Meer and his
wives, Evalena and Pat, and Melvin Ver Meer. Dorothy made profession of her faith at the
First Reformed Church in Pella in 1934. For many years she was a member of the First
Christian Reformed Church and later became a charter member of the Covenant
Reformed Church in Pella where she was a member at the present time.
Funeral services will be held
Monday, May 15, 2017 at 10:30 am
Covenant Reformed Church, Pella, Iowa
Interment will be made in the Black Oak Cemetery in Mahaska County, Pella, Iowa
Visitation will begin Sunday morning at Van Dyk- Duven Funeral Home where the family
will be present Sunday afternoon from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Memorial contributions may be designated
for the Serenity Hospice House in Oskaloosa, Iowa.

Events
MAY
14

VISITATION

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Van Dyk- Duven Funeral Home
615 West 1st Street, Pella, IA, US, 50219

MAY
15

FUNERAL SERVICE

10:30AM

Covenant Reformed Church
2805 Fifield Road, Pella, IA, US, 50219

Comments

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family! What a very special lady...we shared some fun
laughs while I was at their apartment with her and Bern!!! Thank you for letting me
share memories with them. I had so much fun and learned some fun
things...snoopies...will forever in my vocabulary. They were a wonderful couple and I
will forever cherish the time I got to spend with them!
Steph Nossaman

steph nossaman - May 13, 2017 at 06:22 PM

“

Robert & Mary Pinegar lit a candle in memory of Dorothy N Ver Meer

Robert & Mary Pinegar - May 12, 2017 at 02:58 PM

“

Dave& Diann, You and your family have our deepest sympathy in the passing of your
parents, You all are in our thoughts and prayers. Robert & Mary Pinegar

Robert & Mary Pinegar - May 12, 2017 at 02:57 PM

“

My sympathy to the family. Dorothy will be missed...

Vicki Barnett - May 11, 2017 at 09:31 PM

“

Our sympathy to all of you & your families. We shared a few things about Aunt
Dorothy when we visited Sunday @ Serenity House but since then we've
remembered a few more things we want to share. First was her big smile which she
did a lot, the phrases she used like "so be it and "so it goes" and the cheerful way
she always said Hello when she answered the phone. Also how for every holiday
there would be picnics @ Rick's parents, Aunt Janie & Uncle Loren's,Uncle Bernie &
Aunt Dorthy's. At Thanksgiving time she would always bring meatloaf, scalloped
potatoes and her cranberries which was all very good. May all the memories of her
sustain all of you.

Rick & Carolyn
Rick & Carolyn Vos - May 11, 2017 at 09:08 PM

“

My condolences to the family on your loss, but what a long life Bernie and Dorothy
both lived, almost fitting that they go within months of each other. I remember coming
to the farm as a child, Dorothy always seemed to have so much energy packed into
such a tiny body! It was always fun going for rides on the putt-putt, then coming in for
something to eat. Life was so much simpler back then, it was a good life.

Jean Vander Wert - May 11, 2017 at 01:56 PM

