Janice G. Veenstra
February 20, 1942 - August 19, 2017

Janice Grace Hoogewerf was born on February 20, 1942, in Chicago, Illinois. She was the
sixth of ten children that were born to Gerrit and Greta (Weidenaar) Hoogewerf. Her father,
Gerrit, had immigrated from the Netherlands with his older brother at the age of 16 years.
Janice attended the Engelwood Christian Grade School in Chicago, Illinois and graduated
from Illiana Christian High School in Lansing, Illinois in 1960.
Jan and Kenneth James Veenstra, a son of Lambert and Hester (Branderhorst) Veenstra,
met when Ken’s older sister, Delores Veenstra, was dating Jan’s older brother, Jacob
Hoogewerf in Illinois. Jan and Ken wrote letters to each other during their six year
courtship and two and a half months after leaving the Army Ken and Jan were united in
marriage on May 1, 1964, at Bethel Christian Reformed Church in Lansing, Illinois.
Soon the wonderful world of parenting began, Jan had been working at the Lansing Bank
and Ken at Rand McNally in Hammond, Indiana. Their first child, James Daniel, was born
in 1965, and their son, Kevin John in 1966, both born in Lansing, Illinois. As time moved
on Ken began to explore other career opportunities and the urge to move back to Iowa,
his birth place. In the fall of 1969, they moved to Orange City and their family grew by the
birth of their third child, a daughter named, Greta Marie, born in 1971. Greta was born with
Down syndrome which brought not only challenges to the family, but blessings they could
not have anticipated. Then in 1974, their fourth child, a daughter, Joy Heather, was born.
Jan never relinquished her responsibilities as the primary homemaker to her family while
working and volunteering throughout her marriage. She worked as a secretary to her
husband, Ken, during his ten years as a State Representative and State Senator, ran a
thrift store in their basement and Jan managed the “Kids on the Block” program for 10
years, a tool to educate school children about disabilities. She earned the Governor’s
“Volunteer of the Year” award from the State of Iowa in 1988. She continued to volunteer
for the church, school and Wycliffe Bible Translators with Ken in Florida. Family and
friends fondly remember her gift of hospitality. Jan enjoyed the blessing of a musical
family, attending athletic and school activities of her children and grandchildren.

In 2005, Jan and Ken moved to Pella, Iowa where they became active with the Covenant
United Reformed Church. Jan was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in March, 2016, and
passed away on Saturday, August 19, 2017, at the Hospice of Pella Comfort House at the
age of 75 years.
Jan’s family includes her husband, Ken, and four children and their families:
James and Renee (Crandall) Veenstra of Cedar Falls, IA; Kevin and Carrie (Smits)
Veenstra of Pella, IA; Greta Marie Veenstra (1971-2002); Joy and Shane Scholten of
Sioux Falls, SD. Of her original family of nine siblings Jan leaves the following sisters and
brothers and their spouses: Helen and Alf Smit of Hudsonville, MI, Lorraine and Robert
“Bob” Bultema of Lansing, IL, Gerald “Jerry” and Delores Hoogewerf of Highland, IN,
Marilyn and David Huge of Crown Point, IN, John and Ruth Hoogewerf of Dyer, IN, Ruth
and David Van Dyke of Jamestown, MI; along with the following brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law: Wilbur and Carolyn Veenstra, Lester and Katrina Veenstra, Marie
(Veenstra) and Francis Schiebout of Pella, IA. Janice was preceded in death by her
daughter, Greta Marie on December 17, 2002; her parents, Gerrit and Greta Hoogewerf;
her oldest brother, Jacob “Jake” Hoogewerf and his wife, Delores (Veenstra); twin sisters,
Judith Hoogewerf and Joyce and her husband, Peter Briscoe; and her parents-in-law,
Lambert and Hester Veenstra.
Jan was baptized on April 5, 1942 and made profession of her faith during high school.
She was presently a member of the Covenant Reformed Church in Pella, Iowa. Jan will be
remembered as a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and sister; a faithful servant and
believer in Jesus Christ.
‘For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21
Funeral Services will be held
Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at 11:00 am
Covenant Reformed Church, Pella, Iowa
Prayer Service will be held
Friday, August 25, 2017 at 1:00 pm
Oolman Funeral Home, Orange City, Iowa
Interment will follow in the West Lawn Cemetery, Orange City, IA
Visitation will begin Tuesday afternoon at Covenant Reformed Church in Pella with the
family present Tuesday from 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Memorial contributions are preferred for Village Northwest Unlimited, Sheldon, Iowa or

Hope Haven, Rock Valley, Iowa.
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11:00AM

Covenant Reformed Church
2805 Fifield Road, Pella, IA, US, 50219

Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Janice G. Veenstra.

August 22, 2017 at 08:54 PM

“

Ken and family. I share your loss of your beloved Jan. She was the best.
The Lord will greet her with open arms and leave many fond memories to a all who
have known her. May her soul rest in peace and know she will have everlasting life.
Our trips and get to gathers with the State Farm family were enjoyable and good
times were had by all. We must now think of the e future and remember "Tomorrow is
just a day away".

Your friend. Kelly Houts
Kelly Houts - August 22, 2017 at 08:49 PM

“

We are sad that we can no longer hug our Jan, but are rejoicing that she is in
Heaven with Jesus and her beloved Greta. Jan and I shared our common sadness of
losing a daughter and instantly bonded in heart. Jan was a big help to us in the
Village Shop at Wycliffe.
Ken, I thank you so much that you made time to be with us when you two were last in
Orlando so I could be with Jan one last time.
Love and hugs to you and your family,
Barb (and Bob) Gray

Barb Gray - August 22, 2017 at 05:07 PM

“

Edith / Leroy Noble and family purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Janice G. Veenstra.

Edith Noble - August 21, 2017 at 11:21 PM

“

Our heartfelt sadness and Joy knowing Janice is apart from us but with the Lord.
Since the day I met Jan in High School we became like Sisters and along with the
times our families have grown and shared the ups and downs of life, we thank our
God for those times and blessing spend with her.
She will be missed.
Til we met again in Glory.
Love Edith and Leroy Noble

Edith Noble - August 21, 2017 at 10:04 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Janice G. Veenstra.

August 21, 2017 at 05:53 PM

“

Ken, you have my sincere sympathy. You and Jan were such a blessing to me when
we had our church services with Dutchmaster's on our weekend trips. Praying for
peace for you and your family.
June Slagter

June Slagter - August 21, 2017 at 04:20 PM

“

Dear Ken and family,
Our sympathy to you as you grieve and also celebrate Jan's life. She was so
hospitable and enjoyed life to the fullest. We run into Jim or Kevin once in a while
and plan to see all of you at the prayer service in Orange City on Friday. May God
comfort and bless you as you also travel in the next few days. Our love to you!
Marion and Jan Van Soelen, Hull, IA

Marion Van Soelen - August 21, 2017 at 04:12 PM

“

Ken and Family:
So sorry to hear of your loss. Our deepest sympathy and assurance of our prayers.
Jan was such a gracious lady! Sorry that Joyce and I will be unable to spend time at
services this week. We are in Wisconsin all week, staying with grandchildren.
Ken, I well remember and still appreciate your walk and talk around the block with
me when my Jan was in Comfort House.
In Christ's love, Bruce and Joyce Nikkel

Bruce Nikkel - August 21, 2017 at 02:52 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Ken in the passing to glory of his wife and to their children
in the passing of their mother! Our love and prayers go up to His Throne on your
behalf, Hank and Lollie VandeWerken

Alida (Lollie) VandeWerken - August 21, 2017 at 11:07 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Ken and the family in the homegoing of Jan. We had many good
times volunteering at Wycliffe and especially Jan and I sharing good times with the other
volunteers at Cru. Praying the Lord' comfort on all of you. Barbara & Glenn Hively Pennsylvania
Barbara Hively - August 21, 2017 at 02:55 PM

“

Ken and family my prayers are with you during this time of you sorrow mingled with the joy
of knowing that although Jan is absent from the body, she is present with the Lord.
Linda Potter

Linda - August 21, 2017 at 03:24 PM

“

Ken and family. Our prayers and thoughts are with you . May the Lord grant you comfort
and peace during these difficult times. Bob and Marilyn Van Soelen
Bob - August 21, 2017 at 11:01 PM

